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Advisorv

Sutrject: Advisory for practitioners of the Indian S_vstern of Medicinc (lS[{) regarding the
use of cannabis-containing drugs and self-proclaiming as cannabis specialists -Regarding

It is submitted thal lnler-Mi isterial coordination committee to arldress thc illcgal sciiing of
Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani (AS[J) drugs containing Bllang (Cannabis) and presctibed by cerlain
Ayurveda,tlnani/Siddha & Sorva-fugpa practitioners ou various platforms, including e-comnlerce
platlomrs lor treating multiple discases u,as held on 08.05.2024. whereit it has becn decided to
issue ar 'Tdprso r! that registered medicol pructitioner should not promote hir?sell:/herse( as u
cannabis specialist, and if anyate does so, nny face lega! consequences.,'
ln vieq, of above, an advisory is being issued fbr pmctitioners ol thc Indian System oi Medicine
(ISM) regarding the use of cannabis-containing drugs and not 10 self-proclaims himself/herself as

a cannabis specialist.

) Practitioners should ensure that any use or cannabis-containing drugs shall in *,ith the
compiiance of The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotrapic Substanccs. Act" 1985, Tle Drugs ar.rd

Cosmetics.Act, 1940, Thc Drugs and Cosmelics I{utes, 1945, Drugs and Magic Ren.reciies

tubjcctionab.ie Acivclt ise nrcnts) Acr. i95zl and Ruieil(es-u iation hamed 5\ (.oncem(d Srate

Gcr4. (Belbre Use of carnaL'is-coiitr ining .Crugs pre-:pproval must be taken liom the State
Drug L icensing Aurhoriry).

i Practitioners are directed to not to self-proclairn as cannabis specialists. This is to prevent
misinlormation.

! Adherence to ethical practices is crucial, avoiding any mislead'ing elairns about exper,Lise or the
benefils of cannabis-based treatments.

> l.-alient sidhy and rveii-being should be the prin.rary ibcus, cnsurirg realmenls are based on
scicnliftc e\ rdence and adrninistercd rcspcnsibly..

Legal Consecuences:

l Necessary legal action rvill be'.aken in compliance to the chaprer-Iv i.e. OFFENCES ANI)
PENALTIES oi TFIE NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCIIOTROPIC SIIBSTANCBS, ACT.
1985 and in compliance to the relevant Act or regulation l'ramed in this regard by the
Concened aulhoriq,.

) As per sub-regulation (d) ol regulation 27 of National commission lbr Indian System of
Mcdicine (iilhics ard l{egistration) regulation 2023. "Wten a practi/ioner incltiding a teaching

:



.facuky oJ lttdi{tn S},stem of l,letlidne misrepresents hi,; tluaiifcations or presents .false
qualiJiccttioris or degee or protluces afuke certificate of regisn'ation is conyicted. he shall he

1tit-.fiysi lime a y,arning or tenDorot'! suspension aj a pructilioner u,lrcse nonte is enroiled in
rc Statc Register and llrc Notional Register, for a period nol exceeding three monlhs or v'iit

a penalty nol exceeding lwenly-fiw lhousand rupees be irnposed b.\/ lhe respecli' e Slaie

itletiicai Cototcii or the Boe,.d as ihe casc ntm, ba ui' '*,iili boili; and in iht t'r t;ii ,4r .i .itcci;cl

time, a lemporary suspension of a practilioner whose nonte is enrcLled in lhe Slate Repister

unci tlrc j,laiioiial Regisler.fur a S;eriad ;ioi !i:;:; llii:* lhrce nnnlhs and nal ncre !!un ona yeer
or wit/t a penalty not less ll1an tn e nty-five thou,sand ru1tees and not excee{iing fJtT thousand
rNpees or both be impased by tlrc respectiw State \fedical Council or the Board as the cuse

may be; and in lhe evenl cy' tltit'd ond subse4uenl con,-iction tltere sltall bc pernanenf removal

of the name of the proctitioner enrolled in the State Register and the National Regi,ster".

Notc: - It is lawful for the Practitioners of ISM Ayurveda/UnanilSiddha & Sowa-Rigpa to
prescribc medicine Coritsining Bhang (Cannabis) in accordance rvith classical rsference as
per approval by State Drug licenshg auflority (AUS) under Drug and Cosmetic Act 19,10 &
ruls 1945.

This advisory aim to prevent misuse an<i ensure ihxt ea[nabis is used in a safe, eifecth,e, rrrd
ethiealll responsible manner in medical practice.
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